[Prognostic value of epidermal growth factor receptor].
The activation of the epidermal growth factor receptor (REGF) participates in oncogenesis by inducing cell proliferation, cell mobility and angiogenesis, and inhibiting apoptosis. This activation might be due to numerous abnormalities, including increased expression of its ligand. Although based on retrospective analyses with no standard technique of evaluation, the level of REGF expression is a prognosis factor for several tumors. It appears to be an indicator of poor prognosis which might influence treatments in head and neck tumors, cancers of the cervix, oesophagus, bladder and ovary. Its prognostic value is not observed in non-small cell lung cancer and remains to be demonstrated in adenocarcinomas such as colorectal tumors and beast cancer. Because of its role in oncogenesis and its prognostic value, REGF might in the future become a therapeutic target.